LOUIS XIV
Louis XIV, the great king of France whose
reign covers the last half of the seventeenth
century, is the typical figure on the Catholic
side of the great " Drawn Battle." He is what
we may call the " opposite number " to William
of Orange, though ten times greater and more
important. There was no one on the Protestant
side as yet, standing out sufficiently to make a
prominent figurehead for that side.  Therefore
William of Orange is always regarded (in the
later part of his life at least, after about 1680)
in that capacity. Later the typical figures opposed
to Catholic France, and to the Catholic German
Empire, were the kings of Prussia, In less than
a lifetime after Louis XIV's death, Frederick
the Great of Prussia became the champion of
the  increasingly  powerful  anti-Catholic  cause
in Europe.   But as early as 1650-1700 it is
the house of Orange, and, in the later part of
the period, William III of England, who repre-
sents, as we have seen, the resistance of the
Protestant minority in Christendom.
It is very important when we are following
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